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828 314 S*. Charles S t . (Vest s ide ) 
! alL Lmore, Md. 
Private and semi-public access 

This side of"the 800 block of S. Charles St. is essentially commercial 
in character, with the early houses on the block having been replaced by 
a 1920's-era department store (now Stark's furniture and appliance store) at 
816-826 S. Charles St. and other later, modern warehouse buildings. The only 
surviving early house on the block is 814 S. Charles St., a small two story, two 
bay wide brick house with gable roof that was built about 1845. Stark's 
furniture store is three stories in height and five double bays wide, constructed 
in yellow glazed brick with geometric, Art-Deco influenced trim set in contrasting 
colors. At 828 S. Charles St. there is a three story high, three bay vide 
building with shed roof and bracketed cornice that was built to serve a 
combination residential/commercial use but now serves only as storage space 
for a local piano company. 
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DESCRIPTION 
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This two story, two bay brick house with gable roof is the only surviving member 
of a row of such houses that at one time extended along this side of Charles St. 
The first floor area has been converted into warehouse space with a wide garage door 
opening which is now boarded over. 

The house is two stories in height, 13 1/2' wide, and occupies a lot 45' deep. 
There is a two story high, three bay deep rear addition. The house is constructed in 
running bond. The low-pitched gable roof has a two-tier brick cornice. The second 
floor window openings on the Charles St. facade have flat wood lintels and wood sills. 
The window openings on the Churchill St. facade have common arch lintels and wood 
sills. All of the window openings are boarded. The first floor area of the facade 
facing Charles St. has been replaced by a wide garage door opening. The house is in 
a severe state of disrepair. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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SPECIFIC DATES c> 1840-45 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is significant as being the only surviving residential structure on 
this side of S. Charles St. in the block bounded by Montgomery St. and Henrietta St. 
The house is representative of a group of extremely modest two story, gable-roofed 
houses built in the 1840's-1860's to serve as inexpensive housing for the influx 
of newly arrived immigrant families seeking work in harbor-related activities. In 
terms of design, the houses are basically the descendants of earlier Federal-style 
working class housing built in the early decades of the century, but without the usual 
dormer story of such houses. Because there is no dormer story the roof slope is less 
steep in these later versions of the style. 

The The house was owned and occupied in the 1840's by a Julius Willard, a butcher. 
..ater, in the 1860's, the house was owned by a Frederick Ochs, who operated as a tailor 
from this location.1 

Baltimore City Land Records, Liber AM 281, Folio 368; Baltimore City Directory, 
1845, 1849-50, 1867 
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South and east elevations 


